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Date: 11 July 2019 

 
This report will be considered in public 

 
 
1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report sets out the background information for a meeting with the Deputy Mayor for Planning, 

Regeneration and Skills and invited external experts to discuss the process involved in exercising the 

Mayor’s planning decisions powers. 

 
2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committees notes the action taken under delegated by the Chair, in consultation 

with the Deputy Chair, to agree the areas for consideration as set out in  

paragraph 4.4, and to hold an informal briefing on the Mayor’s planning decision powers. 

 

2.2 That the Committee notes, the report as background to putting questions to the Deputy 

Mayor of Planning, Regeneration and Skills and invited external experts on a range of 

issues relating to the process for implementing the Mayor’s planning decisions powers, 

and the subsequent discussion. 

 

2.3 That the Committee delegate authority to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy 

Chair, to agree any output from the discussion. 

 

 

3. Background   
 

3.1 The Mayor is consulted on all planning applications that are of potential strategic importance (PSI) 

to London. These are commonly known as ‘referred’ applications.  An application is referable to the 

Mayor if it meets the criteria set out in the Mayor of London Order (2008)1.  

 

3.2 The criteria include: 

 Development of 150 residential units or more; 

 Development over 30 metres in height (outside the City of London); and, 

 Development on Green Belt or Metropolitan Open Land. 

                                                 
1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2008/580/pdfs/uksi_20080580_en.pdf 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2008/580/pdfs/uksi_20080580_en.pdf


        

 
 

3.3 Once an application has been submitted, and if it meets the Mayor of London Order, the local 

planning authority is required to refer it to the Mayor. The Mayor has six weeks to provide 

comments on the application, assessing whether it complies with the London Plan policies. This is a 

consultation response known as Stage 1. 

 

3.4 The application is then considered by the local planning authority at its planning committee, where it 

decides whether to grant or refuse permission. 

 

3.5 Following its consideration, the local planning authority is then required to refer the application to 

the Mayor for his final decision, known as a Stage 2 referral. The Mayor has 14 days to make a 

decision to allow the local planning authority decision to stand, to direct refusal, or to take over the 

application, thus becoming the local planning authority.  

 

3.6 Under article 7 of the Mayor of London Order (2008), the Mayor has the power to direct that he will 

become the local planning authority for an application. These are commonly referred to as ‘call-ins’, 

‘public hearings’, 'representation hearings' and ‘Stage 3s’. 

 

3.7 To be able to take over an application it has to meet the following three policy tests; as set out in 

the order: 

 The development would have a significant impact on the implementation of the London Plan; 

 The development would have significant effects that are likely to affect more than one London 

borough; or, 

 There are sound planning reasons for intervention. 

3.8 Following consultation with the Deputy Chair, the Chair agreed that the Planning Committee 

meeting slot on the 26 June 2019, be used for an informal briefing regarding the Mayors planning 

decision powers.  

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Between 2008 and 2016, the former Mayor of London Boris Johnson, determined 17 applications. 

The current Mayor, since 2016, has taken over and determined 11, with another two in the process 

of determination.  A full list of these applications is attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

4.2 The Mayor has agreed a set of protocols for conducting the ‘representation hearings’ that are 

required before the Mayor may make a decision on any application that has been ‘called in’. The 

protocol sets out: 

 Who may make oral representations; 

 The procedures to be followed at the hearing; and, 

 Arrangements for identifying information which must be agreed by persons making 

representations 

4.3 The original protocol was approved on 21 May 2009 (Mayoral Decision 360) and reviewed after the 

first six hearings. A revised Hearing Document was approved on 25 May 2013 (Mayoral Decision 



        

1164) and subsequently published as an appendix to the London Planning Statement 

(Supplementary Planning Guidance) in May 2014.  A further review was carried out in light of 

subsequent hearings and to reflect changes in legislation.  The latest version of the protocol was 

approved in February 2016. 2 

 

4.4 Members may wish to discuss with the invited guests the following issues: 

 How the Mayor has approached the ‘call in’ of applications of potential strategic importance? 

 Should there been further review of: 

a. The procedures for conducting hearings in terms of if they are still fit for purpose?  

b. The Mayor's procedures governing conduct and protocols for delivering transparency and 

democratic accountability, especially in terms of sufficient community representation? 

 What might be the Mayor’s approach to considering future ‘call-in’ requests from applicants 

directly? 

 

4.5 Members may also wish to use information from this meeting to potentially make recommendations 

for amending the process to the Mayor or the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government. 

 

Invited guests 

4.6 A number of guests have been invited to attend this meeting.  The confirmed guests to date are: 

 Jules Pipe CBE, Deputy Mayor for Planning, Regeneration and Skills; 

 Juliemma McLoughlin, Assistant Director, Planning, GLA; 

 Nicholas Boys Smith, founding director of Create Streets; 

 Dr Edward Denison, Associate Professor, Architectural History and Theory, University College 

London; and 

 Peter Eversden MBE, Chairman, London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies.  

4.7 It is anticipated the meeting will be split into two panels. The Deputy Mayor for Planning, and 

Assistant Director for Planning, GLA will answer questions as part of the first panel, and the second 

Panel will involve a discussion with the external guests. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

                                                 
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/decisions/md1580-publication-revised-procedure-representation-hearings  

https://www.london.gov.uk/decisions/md1580-publication-revised-procedure-representation-hearings


        

 

 

List of appendices to this report:    

Appendix 1: Mayoral ‘call in’ applications 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985; 
MDA Form – 1077 (Investigation Terms of Reference and Informal Briefing)  

   

Contact Officer: Paul Watling, Policy Adviser 
 

Telephone: 020 7983 4393 
 

Email: scrutiny@london.gov.uk 
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Appendix 1  
Mayoral ‘call in’ applications since 2009 
 

Mayor Johnson’s Decisions Mayor Khan’s Decisions Pending Decisions 

Alpha Square Kensington Forum Hotel Bishopsgate Goodsyard 

Former Westferry Printworks VIP Trading Estate Pentavia Retail Park 

Monmouth House 1A & 1C Eynsham Drive  

Blossom Street Beam Park  

Trocoll House Newcombe House  

56-70 Putney High Street Citroen Site  

City Forum National Institute for Medical 

Research 

 

Convoys Wharf Swandon Way  

Eileen House Hale Wharf  

Mount Pleasant Palmerston Road  

Holy Trinity Primary School  Wimbledon Greyhound Stadium  

Southwark Free School   

London Fruit and Wool Exchange   

SITA Recycling Park   

Saatchi Block   

Southall Gas Works    

Hertsmere House   

 

 

 
 

//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/alpha-square
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/kensington-forum-hotel-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/bishopsgate-goodsyard-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/former-westferry-printworks
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/vip-trading-estate-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/pentavia-retail-park-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/monmouth-house-public
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/1a-1c-eynsham-drive-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/land-blossom-street
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/beam-park-public-hearing-0
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/trocoll-house
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/newcombe-house-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/56-70-putney-high-street
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/citroen-site-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/city-forum-250-city-road
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/national-institute-medical
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/national-institute-medical
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/convoys-wharf-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/swandon-way
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/eileen-house-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/hale-wharf
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/mount-pleasant-sorting
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/palmerston-road
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/holy-trinity-primary-school
//www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/planning-applications-and-decisions/public-hearings/wimbledon-greyhound-stadium
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/southwark-free-school-public
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/london-fruit-and-wool
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/sita-recycling-park-public
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/saatchi-block-public-hearing
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/southall-gas-works-public
//www.london.gov.uk/WHAT-WE-DO/PLANNING/PLANNING-APPLICATIONS-AND-DECISIONS/public-hearings/hertsmere-house-columbus

